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XXVIII. ^n ExtraB of abetter^ glVmg an Account of 
a Urge number of Urns dug uf at North Elm- 
ham in Norfolk. Communicated by Peter Le 
Neve, Ejq^ Horroy^ K It S. 



Dockings Jul^ 1 6. I J II. 

Was laft Week at Grejfenhall^ where I was ioforra'd 
ot\an onufua! Number of Urns ijtely difcover'd in 
ibe Neighbourhood of that Place ; which being a Cu- 
rioficy relating to a pare of Learniog, which yoo are fo 
well acqoaiated with, and fo good a judge of^ I (ball 
take the Liberty of giving you a more.panicular Ac- 
cooot of.it, which I prcmiie my felfwill ootbeuowel- 
come to yoo. 

In the PariOl of Elmham^ aboat-h^lf a Mile from the 
Town (or better) there is a Ciofe called ^c Brmm cloje^ 
lying on the Weft- fide of the Road from Elmham to 
Beeily^ and belongs to Mr .Hi^raj^ of Bmkenhdm.' A&ouc 
Cdndkmafs laft (om^ Labourers were repairing the Fence 
on the South^iide of the Ciofe, and in the botrorii of 
the Ditch accidentally pitched upc-B a Por^ which the? 
expe&ed to have been full of More? . £:ici fel! to rao-» 
fa€king§ but findieg cr-thiog but Dull and Airie% went 
to their Work agaio^ and d'f^g'iig oa found two of 
three dore^ but (to their great Grief and Dilappaiot- 
m-nt) the Coo^-eots the (kiiie. When they came horoe 
at Night (the value of their PriEe gbing theai no Occa« 
fion to conceal their D!fco¥c^j) ^imy ptiblifli'd what 
they had founds aed io a -irile liiiie were iofbrm^d that 
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they were Urns: The Report of which put fome Per- 
lons of more Curiofity upon a further Search 5 and dig- 
ging firft under the Hedge, afterward further into the 
Clofe, found great quantiries of them, and fevcral very 
near together. There is one Man in the Parifli who 
has been chiefly employed in this Sea-'ch for (everal 
People, and tlie Number that he has taken op fince the 
firil Difcovery, feiis (iiort ^'^.ly little of 120. and yet 
rhe compafs of Ground turn'd up on this Occafion docs 
not atT/Ount to more than a Rood of Land (/. e. One 
quarter of an Acre ) The Clofe where they are found is 
high Land, and this Place the higheft p^rt of it ^ the 
Soil a (harp Gravel, and very dry, and lies next to a 
Highway. As- for the Urns themfelves, they are gene- 
rally of the hmt Shspe, but of very different Sizes. 

The Shape cf thefe is conformable to the Reprefen- 
tations ufually exhibited in the Defcriptions of Urns 5 
viz. the Bottom narrow^ a little flatted (and in lomt 
qiiiie round) wider upward 5 the Top cootraded to a 
narrow Mouth : The Earth coorie, the Work rough and 
uneven^ bur generally well burnt ; foriie of them (lightly 
wrought and indented (tlie Work exprefles very little 
Skill or Care) and ionic ph:n, of which lafi: Ibrt f have 
one perfedly entire (not yet open'd) 

The Size is various ^{bme of ihe Capacity of a Quart, 
f-)rne two, fome three Quarts, and one I have fuoapin'd 
vet) that I believe will contain a Gallon. 

The Pots are very tender when they come fiffi: out 
of the Grcond^ and frequently (offer by the Wounds of 
tl:i€ Spsde t They are mod of them braken(iDore or le(s) 
m rhe taking of them op, and hardly any that have 
not their Mouths broken 5 of which many of ihem fesiii 
to he-done, as they hie in the Ground, by the v^ersht 
of the Earth prefiing upon them, or the Feet of 
Horfes go^ng over them, as appears by the broken pieces 
of feveral of them found a good way down among the 
Earth. 
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The Urns are found at uncertain Deptbs; rome very 
near the Surface, forae two, fome three Spits dcep^ which 
is the deepcft any Body has taken the Pains to dig hi- 
therto. 

As for the Contents (by what I can hear J they are 
gen rally the fame. I have open'd feveral of them^ and 
found in all of them plenty of pieces ot broken Bone?, 
fome Black with burning, and ibaie turod to AiheSft 
with fooi^^ pieces of courieGlafs run and fticking to the 
Bones 5 which whether it proceeded from any thing of 
th'^r kind burnt wiih the Body, or only the fmJy ^arth 
vitrmcd with the ftrength of the Fire (as I am jficiined 
to think) is doubrtul. Befides, I ioaocl ibme pieces of 
Bra ft, f:>me run, fome much burnt, and f^me nor in- 
jurM, with fbme pieces of Iron, but (b dccayM with 
ruft, that their Figure or life is hard to judge of. I 
have ibme Knives and other odd things, but much eaten 
and decayed with Rufl : But the Brafs, which is not 
burnt to pieces^ rcEiaios generally firm and entire. One 
thing is reaiarkable^ we find a great many pair of fhnall 
Nippers (fuch ?s we pull out Hairs with) commonly of 
Brais; and moO: of them fo p^rfrcl ani good-, that the 
Edges are full fqoare,, and the Spring as ftrong as any 
we c:ui make of the Mettal. Thefe are chiefly the par- 
ttcohrs of what we find: But 2$ for Coins (which of 
all things were moft to be wifhed for) we meet with 
none. I hear of two in the Hands of a PcrG:>n of Efm- 
ham^ but had not an opportunity of examining them s 
But when they were found or taken up I can't teii. f 
have one found t'other Day in an Urn, but very im- 
perfect ; what remains of the Impreffion looks more like 
Britrfh than Roman ^ but by the fhape of the Coin and 
Metrai h fhouid be the latter, tfao' I think not eafc to 
deter:iiio^^ 

I have here given you an account of our Difcovery, 
which I am fenfible would afford ground for feveraf 
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Remarks ; but my defign being only to give you a Nar- 
rative, and not to Criticise or make Obfervations, I 

leave that Province to thofe vi/ho are better able to 
make a Judgment of thefe Circumftances. And as it is 
pretty (ore the Urns are Roma;/^ and confequently that 
the Number muft denote a Station or Colony ot that 
People: So I fnould be glad to hear your Thoughts and 
Opinion of the Place whc^re that Station was appointed, 
or Colony planted 5 upon what OccafioOj and at what 
time it might be placed there* 1 am^, c^c. 

Mote, Tiro of thefe Urns^ of different fizes^ with pieces 
of Bofus^ Jfjefy Teethy and part of an old Brafs Injirumcfit 
(fnppofed to have been a Roman Fibula) ^w;f^i/?ed^ in them^ 
were prefented to the Royal Society hj/ Mr Le Nve, .^^^^^ 
are in their Repofitory at their Houfe In Crane-Court ht 
Fleet ftreet. 



XXIX* Somt Ob/erVations upon Lough-Neagh in 
Ireland. In a Letter from Funds ^Qvili E/q-^ 
to the Lord Bifhop 0/ Clogher. 

Bettnrbety Fek 12. 171 2- ig* 

My L R D; 

Hope it vi^ill not be amifs to give your Lordfliip an 
^ Account of what I have heard and obferv'd of our 
Gonfiderable Lake Lo^gh Neagh^ fo much talk'd of for 
its changing Wood into Stone^ v/hich Report is too much 
credited by fome, who do yet live near ihQ Lough '^ but 
I can affureyour Lordfli^'p, there is no fuch petrifying 
Quality in that Water. Hived fourteen Ye^rs mDm^ 

gannon 




